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  What is Amaze Multimedia Screen Saver?
Amaze! Image Screen Saver is designed to display your favorite set of images and other multimedia files in an interesting and ever-changing fashion.  Thumbnail support allows you to quickly select your desired images.  These images can then be displayed using seven transition effects and many other options which are selected at random to ensure you never tire of watching them.  

If you have Smart Pix Manager, MegaView or EZ-Pix installed, Amaze will automatically allow you to re-configure your image selection within these viewing applications.

Features:
· Display all your favorite images, videos and other multimedia in a sequential or random order

· Seven transition effects with numerous other options.  Choose your favorite effects or have them randomly selected

· Support for all common image formats (GIFs, JPEGs, PNG, BMP, etc), Video formats (MPEG, AVI, etc), Sound formats (MP3, WAV, WMA, etc) and many other formats

· Support for background music

· Image previews and thumbnails make addition of images to your screen saver quick and easy

· System Tray Icon allows you to quickly enable/disable and configure Amaze!

· Support for image lists (bookmark files) created in Smart Pix Manager, MegaView or EZ-Pix

· Optional overlaying of filename and/or description

· Optional display of screen saver toolbar

· Optional display of multiple images at one time

· Supports password protection

Also:

· Setting up Amaze

· Selecting files to display

· Screen Saver Settings

· Background Music

· Other Settings
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  Setting up Amaze!
How to configure Amaze! and set it as your default screen saver
If you have an icon for Amaze! in the system tray of your taskbar:
· Click the Amaze! icon with your mouse and select Configure Amaze!

If you do not have an icon for Amaze! in your system tray:
· Select 'Configure Amaze' from the Amaze! folder under Start Menu, Programs

or
· Display the Control Panel under Start Menu, Settings.  Then double-click on the 'Display' icon and select the 'Screen Saver' tab.  Choose Amaze from the drop down list.

Also:

· Selecting files to display

· Screen Saver Settings

· Background Music

· Other Settings
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 Selecting Files to Display
Amaze offers two methods for specifying which files it should display while the screen saver is running:

· File located in a Folder
Amaze will play all supported formats in the specified folder on your computer

· Files specified in a bookmark list
Bookmark lists give you more control over your file selection because you can easily reorder files to your preference and only need to include the files that you are interested in (rather than all of a particular type).  Also you can have files located from many different folders on your computer.

Playing Files from a Folder:
Specify a folder by clicking the browse button at the top left.

There are three buttons specific to folder mode:

· File Types:  Click this button to specify the file types that you want (images, videos, etc)

· Sorting:  Specify the order in which the files will be sorted.  The same order will be used for your screen saver (depending on your option under Settings)

· Bookmark:  This option adds the selected file(s) to your current bookmark list so that you can build up your list by browsing files on your computer

Playing Files in a Bookmark List:
If you use of the viewers, Smart Pix Manager, MegaView or EZ-Pix, then you should see a list of bookmark files created in those applications when you click the drop down button in the bookmark list display area (if you have set your data folder to these applications under Advanced Options).

Alternatively you can use the default bookmark list (which will be blank).  If you click the 'File...' button you will see options for saving, loading and merging bookmarks lists.

You can add entries to your bookmark list automatically by using the 'Add Files' Wizard or manually by displaying a folder (using the folder mode above) and clicking the 'Bookmark' button.

There are a number of buttons specific to Bookmarks mode:

· Add Files:  This allows you to specify a folder to retrieve image and multimedia files from

· Reposition (Up/Down):  Moves a file further up or down the play list

· Remove:  Remove the selected file(s) from the playlist (Note: the files are NOT deleted)

· Update:  Removes any links to files that no longer exist

· Clear All:  Clears all files from the current bookmark list  (Note: the files are NOT deleted)

Also:

· Screen Saver Settings

· Background Music

· Other Settings
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 Screen Saver Settings
Screen Saver Settings:
These settings allow you to specify the order that files are played and the delay before the next image or multimedia file is displayed.

Screen Saver Type
· Display a single image or file at a time
By default, Amaze displays a single image or multimedia file at a time.  Once a file has been displayed it is faded out and the next file displayed.

· Display multiple images at a time
This option displays multiple rows and columns of images at a time.  Note that in this mode:

- Non-image formats (such as videos) are ignored

- Transitions are not used

- the Filename and/or description is not displayed

You will need to specify the number of rows and columns of images to display and whether the most recently displayed images should be indicated with a red selection rectangle.

Image Transitions:
These settings allow you to control the transition of one image to the next.  You can select from a variety of transition effects (if you select more than one then an effect is chosen at random):

· Fade:  The old image gradually fades to black, the new image gradually appears from out of the black

· Dissolve:  The old image is slowly replaced by the new one in a sea of dots

· Zoom:  The old image slowly shrinks until it disappears, then the new one slowly enlarges from nothing

· Vertical Sweep:  The old image is wiped from the top direction, then the new image is gradually revealed from the top

· Vertical Dissolve: Similar to a Vertical Sweep but with a dissolving effect

· Curtain:  The old image is wiped from the top direction, then the new image is gradually revealed from the bottom

· Dissolving Curtain: Similar to a Curtain but with a dissolving effect

· Transition Speed:

This is the speed at which the transition effects occur.  If you find the transition between images is either too slow or too fast then amend this setting

Other
· Display the filename over the image

If this is set then the filename of the image will appear in red text at the top of the screen

· Display the file description over the image

If this is set then the description of the file will appear in red text at the top of the screen.  To use this you need to have assigned descriptions by selecting files under the 'Files' tab and entering text into the description box (you can also use your EZ-Pix or MegaView descriptions if you have specified the relevant data folder under 'Other Settings, Advanced Options').

Also:

· Selecting files to display

· Background Music

· Other Settings
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 Background Music
Play the following sound files during display:
This option allows you to specify the sound files to be played while the screen saver is active.

You can browse for sound files by clicking the 'Add Sound File...'.  Other options allow you to reorder the files and remove them (they are not deleted).

Music Play Order:
Specify whether the background music should be played in the displayed order or randomly.

Also:

· Selecting files to display

· Screen Saver Settings

· Other Settings

[image: image7.png]


 Other Settings
General Settings
· Display a toolbar above the screen saver

If this option is selected then a toolbar is displayed while the screen saver is running.  The toolbar allows you to pause or advance playback and configure the screen saver.

Image Options
· Shrink large images to the size of the screen

If this is set then images that are larger than the screen size will be shrink to the size of the screen.  The aspect ratio of the image is preserved.

· Stretch small images to size of the screen

If this is set then images that are smaller than the screen size will be stretched to the full size of the screen.  The aspect ratio of the image is preserved

· Image Display Quality:
This option allows you to specify the quality of images display.  If you select the high quality option, images will look much better, but will load slower (only recommended for fast computers).

Video Options
· Shrink large videos to the size of the screen

If this is set then videos that are larger than the screen size will be shrink to the size of the screen.

· Stretch small videos to size of the screen

If this is set then videos that are smaller than the screen size will be stretched to the full size of the screen.

· Default Video Size:
If the above options do not affect the displayed video file, then this option specifies the size at which the video should be displayed.

· Background color:

Allows you to set the background color of the screen saver

· Advanced Options:

Displays the Advanced Options dialog.

Set-up
Add Amaze! icon to Windows system tray for configuration:
If you check this option then an icon for Amaze! will be added to your Windows system tray (on the right side of your taskbar by the clock).  You can click this icon to:

-
Activate the screen saver

-
Enable/Disable the screen saver

-
Configure the screen saver

Please note that if you un-check this option to remove the icon from your taskbar, the change will not take effect until you restart Windows (or you can click the icon and select 'Close').

Screen Saver Deactivation Mouse sensitivity:
This value determines how much mouse movement is required before the screen saver deactivates.  Set it as more sensitive if you want it to deactivate with very little mouse movement.

Note: If you have selected the option to display a toolbar then mouse movement will not deactivate the screen saver.

Also:

· Selecting files to display

· Screen Saver Settings

· Background Music

· Advanced Options

[image: image8.png]


 Advanced Options
General Options
General
· Show the description editing panel
If this option is checked then a panel is displayed beneath the file preview which allows you to add and edit the description of files (you can display the description during the screen saver by selecting the option under 'Settings').

· Hide the heading on the 'Files' page
This option hides the gradient heading on the 'Files' tab so that there is more room for file display

· Skip playback of large multimedia files
Large multimedia files are slow to load so you can set Amaze to ignore them by setting this option

Amaze Data Folder
This setting determines where Amaze reads and writes its data files to.  If you have Smart Pix, EZ-Pix or MegaView installed then you can share the settings (e.g. bookmarks lists) or descriptions (MegaView and EZ-Pix only).

Changing your Screen Saver Image set within Smart Pix, MegaView or EZ-Pix:
If you have specified your data folder as that of your Smart Pix, MegaView or EZ-Pix installation then you can change your playback list within these applications.  Simply select Bookmarks mode in the application and open the Amaze bookmark file that you are using.  You can or remove files as well as reorder them.

Advanced Options
· Show ToolTips when hovering mouse over controls
When checked a short explanation of their function is displayed when you hover the mouse over buttons and controls.  File Information is also displayed when hovering the mouse over the status bar

· Enable support for Wheel Mouse navigation
If you have a wheel mouse, such as Microsoft Intellimouse, enabling this option will allow you to browse files by rotating the wheel when in Full-screen mode

File Display
Displayed File Types
The settings below determine whether special file types are displayed within this application

· Hide Hidden Files

If checked then files that are set as 'Hidden' are hidden from display

· Hide Thumbnail Files (*_thb.*)

For some special functions such as HTML pages, thumbnail files with the name *_thb.* are created.  If this option is checked then Thumbnail files are hidden from display

Default Column Widths
These are the default widths for two of the file display modes 

· Filenames Mode:

This is the default width for the items when in the Filenames file display mode

· Small Thumbs Mode:

This is the default width for the items when in the Small Thumbs file display mode

Note:  

-
To change the width of columns in the Full Details file display mode drag the space between the column headers.

-
To change the width/height of columns in the Thumbnail file display mode see the options under the Thumbnail Tab

Other
· Hide file extensions

If this option is set then filename extensions are not displayed (e.g. myimage.jpg will be displayed as myimage)

· Show only images/icons when in Small Thumbs display mode
When using Small Thumbs Display mode, usually an image or icon is shown on the left with information about the file on the right (filename, size, etc).  If this item is checked then only the images (or icon) is displayed, with no text information

· Display thumbnails as buttons
If checked, then your thumbnails will have the appearance of 3D buttons

· File Display Method:

This setting allows you to specify how files are displayed, e.g. as thumbnails

Thumbnails
Standard Thumbnail Size
This tab allows you to specify the size of the thumbnails that are displayed in the Thumbnail file display mode (represented by the size of the blue box).  Thumbnails in the Small Thumbs file display mode will always be half this size (represented by the dashed red box).

Other
· Disk Cache Size:

Memory and Disk Caching is used to speed up the display of thumbnails in this application.  Memory caching is set automatically and only affects your system while Amaze is running.  Disk Caching saves a copy of the thumbnail to your hard drive.  Typically it takes up about 2-3 KB per file, depending on your thumbnail format (see below).


You can specify the maximum number of thumbnails to be stored on your system by setting the value here.  A low value will mean that less hard disk space is used, but display will be slower.  A high value gives the best performance.  MegaView will automatically delete old thumbnails if the number is larger than you have specified here.


However, if you set the 'Unlimited Storage' option then no thumbnail will be deleted until you click the 'Clear Cache' button

Note: Amaze shares its thumbnails with Smart Pix, MegaView or EZ-Pix, so if you also have these applications installed then you will not require extra space for your thumbnails

· Clear Cache

Click here to clear all the thumbnails from your memory and disk caches

· Thumb Format
This option allows you specify what image format should be used for thumbnails saved to your disk cache:

JPEG Format:  JPEG thumbnails will require less disk space but they will load slightly slower and be of lower quality (the difference is unlikely to be detectable)

BMP Format:  Thumbnails will be better quality and load faster but will require more disk space

· Display High Quality Thumbnails

Allows you to chose whether MegaView should create standard quality images (faster display or smaller thumbnail files) or high quality thumbnails (higher definition)

· Pre-Cache Thumbnails

If this is option is selected then during inactivity Smart Pix Manager will create thumbnails for other images in the current folder or mode.  This will make their display much faster when you scroll through the remaining folders.

File Types
This tab displays the formats that it supports, you should not modify them.

If you click the 'Expand Formats' button then Amaze will check for formats that are not correctly installed on your system and correct it.

Also:

· Selecting files to display

· Screen Saver Settings

· Background Music

· Other Settings
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 What is registration?
Amaze! is "Shareware".  This means that legally you are entitled to evaluate the software for up to 30 days without any obligation to pay.  After 30 days, if you continue to use it, you must register your copy with us for a small fee.

Registration entitles you free technical support and updates (though not upgrades) to the software.  Registration also entitles you to discounts on upgrades and may also entitle you to discounts on other software releases from Xequte.  We will also send you information bulletins by e-mail to let you know about what's happening with Xequte's products.

Why should I register?
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 Why should I register?
Main benefits from Registering
EXTRA FUNCTIONALITY
 Removal of restrictions in the unregistered version

SUPPORT
If you should have any problems with the program you can contact us for a solution.

SUPPORTING FURTHER DEVELOPMENT
The amount of time that we can justify spending on Amaze! development is largely determined by the recognition we receive.

HAVE YOUR SAY
To ensure that Amaze! performs to your requirements, register your software and ply us often with your recommendations for enhancements and new features.

How can I register?
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 How can I register?
There are four ways you can register Amaze!:

1.  Register online with our Secure Server (Credit Card only!)
Direct your browser to http://www.xequte.com/order/
Follow the instructions.

2.  Via standard Post
Go to the registration form and print it out.

Send completed form and payment to:

Xequte Software 

PO Box 11301 

Manners Street 

Wellington 

New Zealand

3.  Via E-mail (Credit Card only!)
Go to the registration form and copy all the text.  Then paste it into an e-mail and fill in the details.

Forward to sales@xequte.com.

For extra security you might like to send the part of the credit card in your main e-mail and the rest in another.  (e.g. write your number as 4545-5555-xxxx-xxxx in the first e-mail and then xxxx-xxxx-2121-2121 in the second)

4.   Via Fax (Credit Card only!)
Print out the registration form below and fax to us on:

(603) 908-6364 (within USA) 

+1-603-908-6364 (Other Countries)

Cost: 

US$16.50 per copy

If you intend to purchase more than ten copies please contact us for discounted pricing.

You can use the world currency converter at http://www.oanda.com/converter/classic to convert this to your own currency

Includes:
* Fully registered version of Amaze! Image Screen Saver

* 12 months e-mail support 

* Free Updates 

* Discounts on other Xequte products and Upgrades

Payment by:
· Credit card (Visa, MasterCard, American Express, etc)

· Personal Cheque (Must be in your own currency!  I.e. if you have a Canadian bank send a cheque in Canadian dollars)

· Cash (Note: with cash payments we cannot be held liable for any loss. Do not send coinage, only notes)

· Bank transfer (contact sales@xequte.com for details)

Notes on payment in your own currency
If you are sending currency other than US dollars (or sending cheques):

· Using a newspaper or the world currency converter (http://www.oanda.com/converter/classic), convert the US$ value to your own currency using the US$ buy price.

· Record the date at which you worked out the conversion rate.

· If paying by cash, round the result UP to the nearest paper note (or notes), e.g. for $16.50, send seventeen dollars

Alternatively e-mail us for a quote in your local currency

We will confirm receipt of your order within 24 hours (excluding weekends and public holidays) by e-mail and supply you with a registration key. 

Note: if you do not have an e-mail address we will reply by standard post only.

Amaze! Registration form
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 Registration Form
AMAZE! REGISTRATION FORM
Customer Details: 
First Name: ____________________

Last Name: ____________________

E-mail Address: ____________________

Please confirm e-mail: ____________________

Address: 

____________________

____________________

City: ____________________

State/Province: ____________________

Postal Code: ____________________

Country: ____________________

Phone: ____________________   [ ]Home?  [ ]Work?

Payment method: 

[ ]Credit card, [ ]Personal Cheque, [ ]Cash.

CREDIT CARD DETAILS:

[ ] Visa

[ ] Mastercard

[ ] American Express

Credit Card #:  ____________________   

Expiration Date:  __/__/__(MM/DD/YY or MM/YY)

Name on card: ____________________

PERSONAL CHEQUE DETAILS

Name on cheque, if not your own: ____________________ 

Cheque number: ____________________ 

Currency: ____________________ 

Conversion rate: ____________________ 

Date of this rate: ____________________ 

CASH DETAILS

if other than US$:

Currency: ____________________ 

Conversion rate: ____________________ 

Date of this rate: ____________________

Items required: 
Amaze! Image Screen Saver,     
 ____ copies at US$16.50
US$_____

Total:







US$_____

(You can use the world currency converter at http://www.oanda.com/converter/classic to convert this into your own currency)

Order confirmation should be:
[ ]Posted 

[ ]E-mailed 

Other:
What Operating system are you using? 

[ ]Win 95/98, [ ] Win NT, [ ] Win ME, [ ] Win 2000, [ ] Win XP, [ ]Other: _________

Where did you hear about this product?

___________________________________________

What improvements would you like us to make to the program?

___________________________________________

Have you had any problems with the program?

___________________________________________
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 Licensing Details
1.   Distribution
This shareware software may be freely distributed, provided that:

1.  Such distribution includes only the original archive supplied by Xequte.  You may not alter, delete or add any files in the distribution archive.

2.  The distribution does not include a registration number or information on disabling the registration features.  You are also forbidden from distributing a registered version of Amaze!.

3.  No money is charged to the person receiving the software, beyond reasonable cost of packaging and other overhead.

For further information about redistribution of Xequte products, e-mail us at sales@xequte.com

2.   License
By receiving and/or using Xequte software products, you accept the following Evaluation and Registered User Agreement.  This agreement is a binding legal agreement between Xequte and the purchasers, users or evaluators of Xequte's software and products. 

3.   Evaluation (Unregistered) and Registered User Agreement
You may evaluate Amaze! for maximum of thirty calendar days, after which you must register the program with Xequte or remove the software from your computer.

You may allow other users to evaluate copies of the unregistered Shareware.   All evaluation users are subject to the terms of this agreement.

The evaluator/user/buyer/owner is not allowed to attempt to reverse engineer, disassemble or decompile Xequte software and products. 

Xequte's name and any logo or graphics file that represents our software may not be used in any way to promote products other than our software.  All parts of Xequte software and products are copyright protected.  No program, code, part, image, video clip, audio sample, text or computer generated sequence of images may be copied or used in any way by the user except as intended within the bounds of the single user program.

The evaluator/user/buyer/owner of Xequte software will indemnify, hold harmless, and defend Xequte against lawsuits, claims, costs associated with defence or accusations that result from the use of Xequte software. 

Xequte is not responsible for any damages whatsoever, including loss of information, interruption of business, personal injury and/or any damage or consequential damage without limitation, incurred before, during or after the use of our products.  Our entire liability, without exception, is limited to the customers' reimbursement of the purchase price of the software (maximum being the suggested retail price as listed by Xequte) in exchange for the return of the product, all copies, registration papers and manuals, and all materials that constitute a transfer of ownership from the customer back to Xequte.

Each registered copy of Xequte software may be used in only one single location by one user.  Use of the software means that you have loaded the program and run it or have installed the program onto a computer.  If you install the software onto a multi-user platform or network, each and every individual user of the software must be registered separately, except only in the case of a multiple user site licence, in which case you are limited to the number of users as expressly stated on your multiple user site licence contract.

You may make one copy of the registered software for backup purposes, providing you only have one copy installed on one computer being used by one person.   If any person other than yourself uses Xequte's software registered in your name, regardless of whether it is at the same time or different times, then you are considered to be in violation of this agreement.

The sale of and or distribution of registered copies of this software is strictly forbidden.  It is a violation of this agreement to loan, rent, lease, borrow, or transfer the use of registered copies of Xequte software products.
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 Getting Technical Support
Xequte provides technical support to registered users.  This support includes help on any technical or functional problems you may experience with Amaze!.  

Questions from those evaluating software will be addressed if they relate to evaluation problems or bugs.

To obtain support send an e-mail to support@xequte.com, with your registration name in the subject line.  Please add "- Urgent" to request extra priority.

In your message body enter:

· Your name

· Registration name

· Version of Amaze!

· Version of Windows

· Description of problem, including:

· What happens, what symptoms occur, what error message comes up?

· When it happens

· Any methods you are currently using to work around the problem

· If it relates to other hardware issues, please describe the relevant hardware and respective drivers.

· Any other background information that may be relevant.
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 Feedback
We are always keen to receive feedback on our programs from users, particularly:

· How our product can be improved.

· What new features you'd like.

· What current features you most use.

· What current features you never use.

· Any problems you might experience.

· What you like about the product.

· What you dislike about the product.

Please e-mail us at sales@xequte.com with "Feedback:" in the subject line.

If you don't have e-mail we also accept standard mail at

Xequte Software, PO Box 11301 

Manners Street, Wellington, New Zealand

However we are better at responding via e-mail, so please include an e-mail address if possible.
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 Getting Program updates
Updates can be downloaded from our web page at:

http://www.xequte.com
We send information about updates and upgrades to all registered users via e-mail, including details such as what additional features have been added
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